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DANCE PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA TO PRESENT
FALL DANCE CONCERT
November 15-17 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Culbreth Theatre

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA- November 5, 2018 - The Dance Program of the Department of
Drama at the University of Virginia presents its Fall Dance Concert November 15-17 at 8:00
p.m. in the Culbreth Theatre. This year’s Fall Concert is the result of a special, semester long
collaboration between the Dance Program of the Department of Drama and the Mclntire
Department of Music, organized by Head and Artistic Director of Dance Kim Brooks Mata and
Assistant Professor of Music Composition Leah Reid. Student dancers, composers,
choreographers, faculty, and musicians worked in partnership to create new works that explore
sound, space, and movement. Students participating in this concert were mentored through this
engaging and challenging co-creative process by dance, composition, and performance faculty
members.

The Dance Program is pleased to present Benevolence the work of guest choreographer Chien-
Ying Wang. Wang states, “In this piece, | am investigating the effects of a dysfunctional family,
community, congress and so forth. Members and leaders of these supposedly organized groups
are feeling the effects of this phenomenon. How are they affected and what impact does it cause
to humanity? And once distressed, how do people or groups of people respond to manage from a
dysfunctional state of being? My work is striving to examine the power and strength of
communal bonding.”

Chien-Ying Wang hails from Taiwan and received her MFA degree in dance from The Ohio
State University, BFA degree from Northern Illinois University, and AA degree from National
Taiwan Academy of Arts. She was a soloist with Repertory Dance Theatre in Utah from 2002—
07. Before coming to the United States, she danced professionally with Taipei Ballet Company
and Joy Dance Company. During her weeklong residency at UVA, she taught several master
classes and set this piece on the dancers. “l enjoyed teaching the students in class and working
with some of them in the choreographic process. The dancers were creative, engaged and have a
lot of potential. | had a wonderful experience during my residency at University of Virginia.”

Six student and two faculty choreographed pieces round out the concert. Head and Artistic
Director Kim Brooks Mata’s piece threadbare is the result of this semester’s collaboration with
graduate student composer Juan Carlos Vasquez and the cast of student dancers. Beginning with



explorations of concepts such as permeate, threshold, and threadbare, this work was generated
collaboratively with artistic input from the dancers, composer, and cellist. The dancers explore
orienting themselves within a layered sonic, conceptual, movement filled environment that
continues to shift and change in varying degrees. Juan Carlos Vasquez is an award-winning
composer, sound artist, and researcher whose electroacoustic music works are performed
constantly around the world and have been premiered in 28 countries across the Americas,
Europe, Asia, and Oceania. He is pursuing a Ph.D. in music at UVA.

In Latter, choreographer Rachel Good and composer Martin Moro explore connection and
disconnection and the bridge between these states. The piece also examines the connection
between sound and movement, exploring both harmonious and dissonant relationship. Good is a
4"-year UVA student majoring in Aerospace Engineering and minoring in Dance. Moro is a
pianist, composer, and composition student in the UVA Mclntire Department of Music.

Dance Lecturer Katie Baer Schetlick collaborated with graduate student composers Becky
Brown and Heather Mease for her piece the body is/isn’t extraordinary. Schetlick says the piece
“is a tribute to all of the church sanctuaries, (basements), and gymnasiums that made, and
continue to make, space for the dancing body to gather, experiment, fall, run in circles, and find
refuge in the extra-ordinary.”

In addition to the above, we will be showcasing other original works by student artists Erin
Perry, Paul Redling, Madeline Smith, Aiman Khan, Deanna Lewis, Grady Tollison, Kyle
Lofland, Lauren Bredar, Mattias Zuffoletti, and Omar Fraire.

Tickets for the Fall Dance Concert can be purchased online at www.artsboxoffice.virginia.edu,
by calling 434-924-3376 or in person at the UVA Arts Box Office, located in the lobby of the

UVA Drama Building, open Monday through Friday from noon until 5:00 p.m. Tickets are $7
for adults, $6 for seniors, UVA Faculty/Staff, and UVA Alumni members, and $5 for students.
Full-time UVA students may receive one free ticket if reserved at least 24 hours in advance of
their desired performance date.

Free parking on performance nights is available in the Culbreth Road Parking Garage, located
next to the Drama Building.
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